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Church Phone:  (781) 878-0650  (leave message on machine) 
Church e-mail:  UUChanning@aol.com  

Minister: Rev. Gretchen Robinson


Home:
(508) 226-2910
e-mail: whistling_girl@msn.com
Religious Education Director: Becky Paul

Home:
(781) 293-2447
e-mail: beccapaul@msn.com

Prudential Committee: 

Kareen Arena: Co-Chairperson


Home:
(781) 878-1988
e-mail: kmtareenie@aol.com

Cheryl Gardner: Co-Chairperson


Home: 
(781) 585-4556
e-mail: Mcbee3@comcast.net

Margaret Holmes: Clerk



Home: 
(781) 982-2893
e-mail: fargaret@aol.com

Aaren Arena




Home:
(781) 878-1988


Jason Carter




Home:
(781) 447-1147
e-mail: jcarter@suffolk.edu


Susan Curran




Home:
(781) 767-4230
e-mail: susan_curran@comcast..net

Gary Paul





Home:
(781) 293-2447
e-mail: GLP66@hotmail.com


Katie Tierney




Home:
(781) 982-9576
tierneyrock@verizon.net

Treasurer: Phil Berry




Home: 
(781) 585-4412
e-mail: philberry100@aol.com
Asst. Treasurer: Danny Howland:


Home:
(781) 871-0471
e-mail: zenithman49@aol.com
Music and Worship:  Janine Anderson


Home
(781) 294-8873
e-mail: janine.anderson@fmr.com

Building & Grounds:  Paul Arena


Home:
(781) 878-1988,
e-mail: pllatime@aol.com

Music Director:  Lillian Cunningham-Hall

Home: 
(781) 878-3396
Flower Committee:  Debbie Arena


Home:
(781) 878-4470

Church Secretary:  Bob Smith



Home:
(508) 583-8860, 
e-mail: rfs33@comcast.net

Visit our website: http://www.channingchurchrockland.com

The Pasta Dinner and Bingo Party Scheduled for This Saturday, 
May 18, is Postponed!  Details Within
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May 22, 2008  

 

         From the Minister

"It is the greatest of importance that humanity now and then should take out its beliefs for a spring cleaning."      --Julian Huxley

When I first read this quote, my mind was suddenly consumed with the idea that 'them' meant all the national figures and groups on my personal 'enemies list' that I didn't realize I had until I wrote the last line.  How's that for a demonstration of a mindset or a set mind?  (And I thought Nixon was bad with his 'hit list'!!)  My list has on it all those people who hold ruinous beliefs like homophobia, racism, or sexism.  What's needed for them is not so much a good brain washing, as what I'll call 'belief washing.' Let 'them' take out their old, fusty, and sometimes-dangerous ideas, and give them a good scrub.  Next a good rinse and a day drying on a clothesline, and all that’s narrow-minded and rigid should to blow away.  

It's so easy to identify 'them', those people with the wrong thinking and beliefs.  It's always easier to see the deficits or defects of others, especially in a group as abstract as "humanity."  It's harder though to examine the attitudes and beliefs we ourselves carry around unexamined.  

So, as individuals when do we do our spring-cleaning?  One truism in psychology and the recovery field is that the only one we have any hope of changing is none other but our self.   (Carl Jung would capitalize this as the Self).  We're forever turning our attention onto everything outside of us…well at least I do.  We're afraid to change our minds or our beliefs.   

Continued on following page


Continued from page one

Part of us wants the world to stay just as it is because then we feel secure.  This need for security and keeping safe dominates our lives these days.  But what about change and the need to, on occasion, risk?  Maybe when we jettison some of our old beliefs about ourselves--and our church, we might actually like the new way of being in the world, the new beliefs, this new way of being in the world, this new Self. 

Which brings me to creativity and a quote by dancer Martha Graham: 

"There is a vitality, a life force, and energy, a quickening, that is translated through you into action, and because there is only one of you in all time, this expression is unique.  And if you block it, it will never exist through any other medium and it will be lost." 

You as an individual are unique.  And Channing Church is unique.  You are an authentic expression of the universe.   We share a precious snapshot in time.  Every hymn sung, every candle lit in worship, every smile and conversation shared is a never-to-be- repeated, amazing, pregnant moment.  And in every instant there is that vitality, that quickening or aliveness inside of us ready to open up and out.  When we are in touch with that quickening any 'old think' passes away of its own accord; our old way of believing and being in the world, transforms or evolves.   We shall all be changed "in the twinkling of an eye" it says in the Bible.  In spring the old world of winter passes away.  Can we let that happen inside us, too?

In Faith,

Gretchen  
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The Miracle of May

All things must change: the vision pass

The shadow lengthen on the grass,

The ship go down behind the sun,

The passion of the heart be done

The flower droop: we cannot stay

The lovely miracle of May

--Theodore Roethke

Guest at your Table Box Collection
I will be collecting donation boxes for Guest at your Table through Sunday June 1st.  Please bring them in when you can.
Don't worry about counting the money, I can do it for you.
                                             --Katie Tierney
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              Ballou Channing District News

On Monday, June 2nd there will be an evening two-hour workshop for New Presidents and Officers to be held at the Brockton UU Church (site of the Ballou Channing District Office) from 7 to 9 p.m.  The workshop, led by Bill Zelazny, BCD District Executive, is designed to answer most of the questions of leadership that new officers have.  Any interested current officers are also welcome to attend.  Any questions, call office administrator Jack McGilvray at 508-559-6650

As of March 30th, First Parish UU of Scituate is our newest “Welcoming Congregation” in the District.  A new rainbow flag and large rainbow banner that spanned the front of the church were displayed to mark this achievement.

New Church?  The District has engaged Peter Bowden as a New Congregation Start Consultant to do demographic research on two BCD areas identified as possible sites to initiate a new congregation.

THE UUA ANNUAL PROGRAM FUND IN YOUR CONGREGATION
A monthly newsletter insert from the Ballou Channing District APF Committee, Rev. Bob Thayer, Chairperson (RTHsadhana@aol.com)

Our Ballou Channing District’s collective APF contribution is the lowest in our UUA.  Yes, we are the lowest!  We gave just over 60% of what we were asked to contribute.  The UUA district average is about 80%.  Reasons for our lagging vary.  Less than half of our 47 congregations are Fair Share – or contibute $54 per member.  Twenty societies are way below their Fair Share.  Our APF committee is organized to keep us focused on the APF and we will remind you of the benefits you receive.  If you would like to, send the chairperson, Bob Thayer, an e-mail and request a visit and he will arrange a visit to your Board or to your worship.  Our UUA counts on your APF contibution.  We have set a quaantitative goal to gain ten more Fair Share societies and to reach 85% APF total contribution
Worship Services –May 18, 2008 to Closing Sunday June 8, 2008
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May 18 – Flower Communion Service led by Gretchen Robinson


May 25 – Lay-led by Chris Uminski


June  1 – Annual Children’s Sunday led by RE Program


June  8 – Membership Sunday Led by Gretchen Robinson

           Flower Communion Sunday, May 18

Flower Communion is a wonderful Unitarian Universalist tradition.  We almost couldn't find a spot for ours on the calendar, but at last we did:  Sunday, May 18th, before the Annual Meeting.  Please bring some flowers with you for our common vase. 

Music and Worship Committee Members:  


Janine Anderson
Marc Tierney


Chris Uminski                   
Becky Paul


Lauren Hannah-Murphy      
Gretchen Robinson
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COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS

WARRANT OF ANNUAL MEETING

To:  MARGARET HOLMES, AS SHE IS A CLERK OF CHANNING UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CHURCH, ROCKLAND, MA.  

You are hereby directed to post this warrant for the Annual Meeting to be held in the Sanctuary of Channing Church, 45 Webster St., Rockland, MA on MAY 18, 2008 at 11:30 am to act upon the following articles:

Article 1:  Reports from the Committees of Channing Church.  Have approval of set reports

Article 2:  to adopt a budget of expected receipts and disbursements of fiscal year 2008 to 2009

Article 3:  to hear and take action on any additional business necessary to the Congregation 

Article 4:  To elect a slate of officer for Committee Membership

Given under our hands this day May 4, 2008

The Prudential Committee

Kareen Arena:  Co-Chairperson

Cheryl Gardner:  Co-Chairperson

Aaren Arena
Jason Carter

Susan Curren
Gary Paul 

Katie Tierney

Phil Berry, Treasurer


Danny Howland, Assistant Treasurer

Margaret Holmes:  Clerk
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         Prudential Committee News 

                 Submitted by Cheryl Gardner
 

There's Still Time to Volunteer:  Two Sundays in May were devoted to our Volunteer Fair.  Two new committees formed: The Caring Committee and The Membership Committee.  

The goal of the Caring Committee is to prepare and deliver meals to members who are ill or under-going difficult times.  If you are interested in joining this committee, please speak with Danette Carter.

The Membership Committee is designed to encourage growth and stability in membership.   Committee members will reach out to newcomers and follow up with those who drift away.   There is only one member so far, Paul Anderson.  If you would like to work with Paul on this Committee, please speak with him about it or add your name to the list on the Volunteer Board.  

One existing committee, the Religious Education Committee, is really in need of new members.   While the number of children in the program is steadily growing, the number of teachers has not.   If you could teach regularly, have an interest you could share with the kids over several Sundays, or even if you could help out for a Sunday here or there, please speak with Becky Paul. 
    There is still time to join any committee that interests you.   Check the board on Volunteering in Channing Hall and add your name to any committee list.  We need your ideas and energy! 

 

Annual Meeting, May 18th: The Annual Meeting is Sunday, May 18th, after church.  We need all voting members there, and we encourage those who are not members to attend as well, as they can voice their opinions and ask questions.   We have many important and difficult decisions to consider.  The Prudential Committee has been  meeting frequently to move toward a balanced budget.  Last year we borrowed $20,000 from the endowment.  We paid back $10,000 but still owe the Endowment another $10,000.  The Board realized that we simply cannot borrow from the endowment at that level without exhausting our resources in a couple of short years.  Therefore, we've made cuts and changes.   We want the congregation to be aware of these changes in the budget and to have the opportunity to ask questions, make suggestions, and vote before the changes take place.  So please plan to be there.  

 

Pasta Dinner and Bingo Postponed: Ever have one of those weekends where you realize you've been at church both Saturday and Sunday?  We are trying to be responsible about asking for commitments of time from our members and friends, realizing that, while we all enjoy each other's company, people need time for family and other interests.  We realized that we had the Plant Sale on the morning of the 17th, the Pasta Dinner and Bingo that evening, and the Annual Meeting the next day.  We thought that would be an overcommitment of time, especially for our Treasurer and Clerk, who spend much of the day before the Annual Meeting making copies and working on spreadsheets.   But if you (like me) are dying to taste Chris Ricciotti's cooking, don't worry.  We promise to reschedule.   

 

Pledging:  If you haven't received a copy of our pledging information pamphlet, called Giving to Grow, they are located on the octagonal table in Channing Hall.  We really need pledge forms returned soon, so that we can include the total pledge amount in our budget for the Annual Meeting.  Completed pledge forms can be mailed to the church office or given to Danny  Howland.   Pledge forms are our main source of funding for the programs we run at Channing Church.  So please pledge so that we can continue things like Religious Education for our kids, Sunday services, wonderful music from the organ, movie nights, and all the other things that make Channing Church a great religious community.   

 

Membership Sunday, June 8th:  June 8th is the Sunday when we welcome new members to our church.   There will also be a Bridging Ceremony for the youth.  If you are interested in becoming a member of Channing Church, please speak with Gretchen Robinson.  

Annual Plant Sale

at channing church

Saturday, May 17, from 9am to 2 pm

          
See me if:

      

1.  You have a plant or plants to donate.

       

2,  You would like to work with me that day.

       

3.  You would like to buy something.

Thanks, Paul Arena




   781-878-1988
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“Channing Church has some amazingly wonderful children. Please consider sharing some time with them as a church school teacher.  The experience will transform you as much as it will transform you.  I promise you this.”
See Becky or me or RE Committee members for more info.  –Gretchen Robinson

Thank you to all who participated in the RE Book/Bake Sale on the 3rd.  We received lots of donations and successfully raised over $200!  These funds go a long way to helping us meet the financial needs of the RE program.  Thank so much!!

It always amazes me how fast the weeks go by!  We are quickly approaching the end of another church year and the close of our RE program.  There is only one more regular class scheduled for the children next week, May 18th.    The following week is Memorial Day weekend, and since so many families go away, there will be no classes.  Our final intergenerational worship service is June 1st when we acknowledge the children, teachers, and parents for their participation in the success of this years’ program.  We will also bring our Peace Project to a close with the dedication of the Channing Church Peace Pole.  Please join us as we congratulate the children on their success and unveil this monument to peace!  Our final gathering will be on Sunday, June 8th, for our traditional Field Day for the children with outdoor games and activities…always a fun way to end the year!

The RE Committee is in desperate need of new members!

The current members have been on this committee for more than 4 years, and are no longer able to commit the same time and energy that is needed to continue to run the program.

The number of new families has consistently grown each year, and our committee must begin to grow too, in order to meet the needs of these families. 

We are proposing a new model for next year’s program that will rely heavily on volunteers.  If we don’t get the volunteers we need, we will have to consider scaling down our program to part time.  

If you are interested in volunteering and would like more information, please contact Becky Paul at 781-293-2447 or beccapaul@msn.com.  Thank you!

Youth group News - from Susan Kavka  781-826-8906
 

Our CAR WASH was a huge success!  On April 26th, the Youth Group held its first car wash at Walgreens in Rockland on a cool but sunny day.  Cleaning Supplies were donated by Auto Zone of Rockland.  Thank you so much to Margaret Holmes for coordinating the event.  We washed more than 80 cars and made over $647, including tips.  This car wash will significantly help the youth reach their goal for the Star Island retreat.

 We had so many helpers, we hope to do this again as a “Church” fundraiser to benefit the Church and RE.  The happy car wash helpers were:  Chris, Darrell, Cory, Will, Putt Putt (Thomas), Andrew, April, Danny, Susan, Margaret, Kareen, Paul, Aaren, Wendy, Abigail, Debby A., Dannette, Sara, Maddy, Izzy, Sam, Becky & Jordan P.

We are still working on another fundraiser idea for Memorial Day Weekend as well as collecting returnable cans & bottles.

On Sunday May 4th, Chris, Cory, Jarrin, Danny & Susan took the “T” to Boston for the “Walk for Hunger”.  We may have been rained on, but we raised $333.00 for Project Bread.  Thank you everyone who made donations!

 

NOTICE: 
1.  “Seniors”   Saturday  5/17  -  Meeting with Mentors  3-5PM
              
2.  Next Youth Group meeting--- Sunday 5/18  5PM
              
3.  Get ready for June 8th!

 

To the congregation:

 

We (the Youth Group) would like to thank everyone at Channing Church for all the support and love you have given us.  You have given us words of encouragement and praise as well as financial support for our many events.

We would also like to thank our Youth Advisors, Danny & Susan.  They have supported us through all our endeavors.  Danny is a big part of Channing Church and has a lot of history to share.  If Danny and Susan were Pokemon trainers they would be able to beat Chuck Norrisemon.  In all seriousness, Susan has a lot of patience to deal with us.  Susan and Danny are loving, caring and sometimes just as crazy as us.  Susan is always there if we need her and she helped us follow through with our plans.  Not only has Danny taught us how to play the chimes, but he also sets a good example by keeping the church up and running.  When we grow up we hope to have as much knowledge and wisdom as Susan and Danny.

Jarrin,   Darrell,   Chris,   Cory,   Will,   Andrew,   Jordan

Channing Unitarian Universalist Church

45 Webster Street

Rockland Ma  02370

(781) 878-0650

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
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           Our Family Is A Circle of Strength and Love
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST WORSHIP – Sundays at 10 AM

Child care available

Religious Education Classes available

      May 15, 2008

SUNDAY WORSHIP

Sunday, May 18:  Flower Communion service led by Gretchen Robinson

Sunday, May 25:  Lay led worship service by Chris Uminski

Sunday, June 1:  Annual Children’s Sunday service by RE Program

Sunday, June 8:  Closing Sunday Led by Gretchen Robinson

EVENTS & OCCASIONS

Saturday, May 17:  Plant Sale at church from 9 am to 2 pm

Sunday, May 18:  ANNUAL MEETING following worship

Sunday, June 1:  Dedication of the Channing Church Peace Pole

Sunday, June 8:  Field Day for the children
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The 40th Walk for Hunger

	







On Sunday, May 4th at the 40th Walk for Hunger, over 40,000 people braved the rain and walked the streets of Boston, Brookline, Newton, Watertown, and Cambridge in support of hungry people. They raised an estimated $3.8 million for emergency programs across Massachusetts during a time of increased need. 

"It’s incredibly moving to see thousands of Walkers show their support for their hungry neighbors on a rainy day like this," said Ellen Parker, executive director of Project Bread. "It shows us the true grit of our supporters. But it will also hinder us from raising the $4 million desperately needed by emergency food programs that are facing steep increases in the cost of food and fuel. We cannot allow the state's hunger safety net to be rained out."

» If you have not yet donated but are able to, please consider giving to help us raise the $4 million needed for struggling families. We need your help to raise the necessary funds for our emergency food programs.

» If you have already donated to a participant, thank you for your support. Please consider giving a "rainy day bonus" for their dedication at this year's event.

A Special Thank You to Those Who Walked and Volunteered

Please Note:  The 40,000 included Chris, Cory, Jarrin, Danny & Susan from our Youth Group whose walk in the rain contributed $333.00.
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May 22, 2008  







�












_1030197793

