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Church Phone:  (781) 878-0650  (leave message on machine) 
Church e-mail:  UUChanning@aol.com  

Minister: Rev. Gretchen Robinson


Home:
(508) 226-2910
e-mail: whistling_girl@msn.com
Religious Education Director: Becky Paul

Home:
(781) 293-2447
e-mail: beccapaul@msn.com

Prudential Committee: 

Kareen Arena: Co-Chairperson


Home:
(781) 878-1988
e-mail: kmtareenie@aol.com

Cheryl Gardner: Co-Chairperson


Home: 
(781) 878-0521, 
e-mail: Mcbee3@verizon.net

Margaret Holmes: Clerk



Home: 
(781) 982-2893
e-mail: fargaret@aol.com

Aaren Arena




Home:
(781) 878-1988


Jason Carter




Home:
(781) 447-1147
e-mail: jcarter@suffolk.edu


Susan Curran




Home:
(781) 767-4230
e-mail: susan_curran@comcast..net

Gary Paul





Home:
(781) 293-2447
e-mail: GLP66@hotmail.com


Katie Tierney




Home:
(781) 982-9576
tierneyrock@verizon.net

Treasurer: Phil Berry




Home: 
(781) 585-4412
e-mail: philberry100@aol.com
Asst. Treasurer: Danny Howland:


Home:
(781) 871-0471
e-mail: zenithman49@aol.com
Music and Worship:  Janine Anderson


Home
(781) 294-8873
e-mail: janine.anderson@fmr.com

Building & Grounds:  Paul Arena


Home:
(781) 878-1988,
e-mail: pllatime@aol.com

Music Director:  Lillian Cunningham-Hall

Home: 
(781) 878-3396
Flower Committee:  Debbie Arena


Home:
(781) 878-4470

Church Secretary:  Bob Smith



Home:
(508) 583-8860, 
e-mail: rfs33@comcast.net

Visit our website: http://www.channingchurchrockland.com
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February 21, 2008  

 

Annual Chinese Dinner & Auction
Saturday, February 23, 2008 at 6pm
A FANTASTIC evening for FAMILIES, FOOD & FUN! Chinese food dinner, followed by a Chinese Auction, with many chances to win a variety of stuff. The Tickets for the dinner are $10 Adults $3 Children under 10 years of age. All tickets must be purchased and paid for by Sunday Feb. 17th, so that we can pay for and order the right amount of food.

What is our Chinese Auction? Well, first and most of all its A LOT OF FUN! We have a number of items for auction (all donations are gladly welcome), the more items the more fun. The items are placed around the room, on the stage, on the counters or on a table. A small paper bag is placed in front of the item. You purchase a strip of tickets (30 tickets/6 strips for $5 or 5 tickets/1 strip for $1), then you place a ticket in only the bags in front of the items you want to win. It only takes one ticket to win an item, however, you can put any number of tickets in the bag (if you REALLY want to win that item you might want to better your chances of winning by placing more than one ticket in the bag). Once everyone has finished purchasing tickets and placing them in the bags, the FUN BEGINS!! One bag at a time a ticket is drawn and an item is won. Many items, many winners, or some really lucky people go home with lots of items.

Kids and Adults really enjoy the auction. Items can be a gift you purchased but never gave away, one that you received but is not quite right for you, or a dish, vase, game, or puzzle that you've had but would like to pass on for someone else to enjoy. (Note: Items must be in very good condition, all pieces together and working, NO chipped or broken pieces. NO DIRTY or STAINED items). Items could be a baked good or homemade item (like homemade PICKLES). If you have one or more items you would like to donate to the auction or would like to purchase tickets please call the Church 781-878-0650, or Debby Arena 781-878-4470.

PLEASE COME, we need U, and would love to spend a fun evening with all of UU's. If you don't like Chinese food or can't make the dinner but really want to take part in the auction, Please come, you are welcome to join in the auction fun. Looking forward to seeing U here at Channing! 
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From the Minister

Some of my biggest lessons in life have come in the area of employment.  Notice I didn't say work.  I always worked even when I was a stay-at-home mom.   I mean the work world, paying jobs.  Other people put enormous energy into difficulties like their love life or caring for elderly parents.   

So it was great when I found Channing Church, then found that I love the work.  What a plus: I came to love you all.  But ah, the plot thickens.  I got work as a chaplain and that meant working two part time jobs.  Then I got to thinking how much easier life would be if I could consolidate all my work into one 'regular' job, if I could work for a local organization, get benefits and insurance, all that so-called normal stuff other people achieve, or seem to, as a matter of course.  

Anyway, be careful what you wish for.  I was pretty much offered another job at the agency in December.  So I decided to take it and leave Channing Church.  This much you know.    What you didn't know was that I was trying to fit the 'round peg' of who I am into the 'square hole' of this job.  It wasn't a good situation.  The result was that the job was given to another person.  At this point I'm glad at the outcome.   'To thine own self be true.'  I had been ignoring that maxim even though I usually live by it.  And "Know thyself."  Somewhere inside I hadn't been listening to that 'still small voice' that I speak of from the pulpit.  But now I am.  I am back to my true self.  

So, it turns out that I may not be leaving Channing Church after all.  We'll see what the Prudential Board says and if you still want me.  To be continued….

The one thing I know is that many people in the congregation are struggling with job issues, either not having one or worrying about the one they have.  The work world has changed drastically in recent years.    Maybe we'll do a service on the job challenges so many of us face and how our Faith informs how we respond to these difficulties. 

Meanwhile here are three quotes that deal with what I think of as our 'life work'--the vocation or avocation that we feel called to do.   For us, it's church work.  If you're lucky then these quotes fit the work you do as your paying job.  

"I know the price of success: dedication, hard work, and an unremitting devotion to the things you want to see happen."  (Frank Lloyd Wright). 

"Never work just for money or for power. They won't save your soul or help you sleep at night."  (Lena Horne). 

"I long to accomplish a great and noble tasks, but it is my chief duty to accomplish humble tasks as though they were great and noble. The world is moved along, not only by the mighty shoves of its heroes, but also by the aggregate of the tiny pushes of each honest worker." (Helen Keller)   

I say Amen to such insights: devotion, carrying on with the work of this our Church and our faith.  Words to live by: Let us rededicate ourselves to doing this vital work.   

Love, Gretchen
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THE EVENTS COMMITTEE PRESENTS  

NOSTALGIA MOVIE NIGHT
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 29TH AT 7:00 P.M.
 

Here’s a chance to share the movies you loved as a kid with your own children or to enjoy watching them again yourself.  We’ll be viewing episodes of some of our old favorites:  the Flintstones, Schoolhouse Rock, Fantastia and more, plus some classic toy commercials for items that were probably on your Christmas List once upon a time.   There will be popcorn, soda and great fellowship!  

 

Hope to see you there!   
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A Narrow Escape!

(We received the following e-mail from Shirley Leonard lat week)   

Everyone, In case you should hear in the news that a tornado touched down in Everglades City early today or late last night, don't worry about us. We're fine. It came through about a half-mile from our RV and the Gulf Coast Visitor Center, up the Barron River, and hammered Everglades City School (all grades in one location). It's closed today due to roof damage in three of its four buildings. Our RV really rocked side to side a few times, but nothing got damaged except our sleep. This area needed rain, and boy are we getting it! Be careful what you ask for, eh?
Altar Flowers in February

Submitted by Debby Arena (781-878-4470) and Donna Berry (781-585-4412)

The flowers adorning our altar for Sunday services in February were donated by:

February 10th: by Joanne Kellaway and family – in loving memory of Arthur and Lorraine Kellaway. 

February 17th: by Danny Howland – in loving memory of his parents, Edwin and Marjorie Howland

February 24th:  by Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Sayian and family and Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Sayian and family and Mary Sayian – in loving memory of Kirk, Fran, and Eddie Sayian.

We Would like to thank the following for providing the 2007 Poinsettias/Holiday Greens

Kareen, Paul and Aaren Arena:   In loving memory of her parents Marge E. Tilden and Harold L. Tilden.

Mrs. Betsey Erickson Brown:   In loving memory of John S. Pool, Mr. and Mrs. Nelson Pool and Dick Erickson.

The Jason Carter Family:   In loving memory of Elmer Carter and Mary B. Haley.

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Hall:   In loving memory of her mother Mrs. Blanche Cunninghamn and in loving memory of his mother, Mrs. Josephine C. Daly.

The Howland Family:   In loving memory of Marjorie and Edwin Howland, grand-parents and aunts.

Leanne Kelley and Shawna and David:   In loving memory of Edward Kelley, Jr., Mr. and Mrs. Edward Kelley, Sr. and Dr. Thomas Kelley.

Debby and Peter Arena:   To honor all the Men and Women in our military.

Cheryl and Mark Gardner and Family:   In loving memory of her dad Clifford Martin.

Paul, Carolyn and Billy Norkus:   In loving memory of his parents Peter and Mary Norkus and her nephew Scottie Chandler.

Mr. and Mrs. Clyde Gurney:   In loving memory of his parents Mr. and Mrs. Fred W. Gurney.

Mr. Robert Duven:   In loving memory of his wife Eleanor Duven and Mrs. Edith M. Hunter.

The Uminski Family:   In loving memory of his parents Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Uminski.

Mr. and Mrs. Donald Greenlaw:   In loving memory of her father and mother, Harold Spurr and Mrs. Edna (Spurr) Staples.

Fred Corey:   In loving memory of his wife Bertha Corey. 

P.S.  Anyone interested in Easter Lilies for Easter Sunday, March 23rd, please contact one of us.
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THE DISCOVERY OF THE AMERICAS:  

A PLAY

This play is a production by four local homeschool families who wanted to learn more about the age of exploration.    Told from the perspective of both the explorers and the Native Americans, the play depicts both the gains and the losses that occurred as a result of exploration.   
Saturday, March 1st at 3:00 p.m.

Channing Unitarian Universalist Church

45 Webster Street

Rockland, Ma 02370

Admission:  a donation of $2, if affordable 

(proceeds to go to Channing Church) 

For more information, please call Cheryl Gardner at 781-878-0521 or email at mcbee3@verizon.net

We don’t deliver your religion to you, pre-made.  We ask that you take an active role in discerning the religious and spiritual meaning inherent in your own life.  That’s a lot to ask sometimes.  But if Unitarian Universalism is going to work, it has to be something we all own, and that we all support, and that we all participate in.  That means making coming to church, and supporting our times of worship and our religious education program, and our other activities a priority in the lives of all of us.

We cannot expect our church to meet our needs if we do not come to church.

We can only receive from the church experience in proportion that we bring to it.




--Rev. Jeffrey Symynkywicz, Stoughton UU Church, Nov. 12, 2004
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              Religious Education News
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   Director of Religious Education:  Becky Paul  781-293-2447

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION:  “What could be a more important place for a child to be on a Sunday morning than a place that teaches a morality based in love, that cultivates reverence, that emphasizes the interdependence of all people and all living things, stewardship for the earth, and the divine potential of each unique person?                                                                                                      --Rev. Victoria Weinstein

Class Schedule:

Feb. 24 – 
Youth Group will lead worship services

             
Chalice Children and Peace Seekers will begin in class 

                           
Child care available

March 2 – 
All children begin in church with their families, then proceed

            
to their classes / child care available

March 9 -
All will meet in back hall to participate in Doll Project with    

               
Wendy Budwey, Margaret Holmes and Cheryl Gardner  

                   
Childcare available    

March 16- 
All classes begin in Children’s Chapel

                   

Childcare available

March 23 – All children begin in church with their families, then proceed

               
to Easter Egg Hunt 

March 30 -  Off Week
April 6 -    
All classes begin in Children’s Chapel

                     
Child care available

April  13 -    Youth begin in Church

                     Chalice Children and Peace Seekers prepare for 

                     Earth Day Intergen Service 

                     
Child care available                                  

Friday, April 18th – TV Turn-Off Kick-Off Party  ( Week of 21st – 27th)

April 20 -   
Earth Day Intergenerational Worship Service – all children  

                 
 welcome to participate

                      
NO child care will be provided 

April 27 -  
Off Week

There will be two Youth Group Conferences coming up in the spring in Duxbury, MA.
Saturday, April 10th Senior Youth Group Conference

Saturday, May 10th Junior Youth Group Conference

We are still looking for volunteers to help with the Doll Project on March 9th.

If you have any experience sewing or knitting and you’d like to share an hour of your time, we would love you to join the children in creating these very special dolls for African children in need.  

Our thanks to Wendy Budwey and Margaret Holmes for spear heading this project and bringing their expertise and joyful participation to our program.  We are very grateful to all those volunteers that have stepped up and filled in the gaps these past weeks.  Cheryl and Mark Gardner, Paul Anderson, and Gretchen Robinson… thank you all so very much!

Submitted by Becky Paul, DRE
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Star For A Day…Who Will It Be???

Calling all acts – and able-bodied volunteers.  On Saturday, March 29th, Channing will be hosting the first annual ‘Star For A Day’ recording session.

The recording sessions will provide aspiring artists, both young and old, the opportunity to capture their performances in Professional Digital Format. Perfect for easy distribution to prospective schools, auditions, potential clients or keepsakes for family & friends.

We will be scheduling performances every 15-20 minutes and the cost will be $20/DVD.

Not only are we in search of acts we are also in need of volunteers to help throughout the day – the more the merrier. We will be holding a rehearsal on Saturday, March 15th to coordinate the many roles.  Announcements will be made in the coming weeks.  Anyone interested in lending his or her support should contact Jason Carter or Gary Paul.  

Worship Services – February 24, 2008 to March 23, 2008
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February 24th: Lay-led worship service by Youth Group
March 2nd: Led by Gretchen Robinson, Roger William’s “Soul Liberty”
March 9th: Lay-led service by Marc Tierney
March 16th: Lay led – On Becoming a Welcoming Congregation

March 23rd, Easter Sunday: Led by Gretchen Robinson

Music and Worship Committee Members:  


Janine Anderson
Marc Tierney


Chris Uminski                   
Becky Paul


Lauren Hannah-Murphy      
Gretchen Robinson
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Dancing our Living Tradition.  Sunsue Fleming, the Religious Education Director at First Parish Duxbury has made a DVD, “Dancing our living Tradition,” that provides easy to follow instructions for eight intergenerational dances for worship and ritual.  Sunsue is unveiling her work at a liturgical dance workshop at First Parish Church on Saturday, March 1 from 10 am to 12 Noon.  Participants will learn easy to teach dances for worship and ritual.  The $30 registration includes a DVD.  For information and registration contact sunsue@verizon.net.

A program on anti-racism/anti-oppression is scheduled for Thursday, March 6 at  7:15 PM at the Murray Unitarian Universalist Church in Attleboro.  This church is in Gretchen’s backyard, and she plans to attend.  She invites any Channing attendees to visit her home about 6 PM for refreshments.

BCD Trustee's Report
January 29, 2008
Happy New Year! The UUA Board of Trustees met in Boston January 17-20. This report covers some meeting highlights. Board agenda and reports received by the Board are posted at http://www.uua.org/aboutus/governance/boardtrustees/index.shtml on our UUA's website. If you have questions after reading my report please contact me by e-mail at tomneva@supportlab.com or phone 781-749-0485. I am always happy to hear from you.
Financial aid for GA. In keeping with its commitment to increasing economic accessibility to GA the GAPC offers a scholarship program. Delegates and others for whom attendance is financially difficult are eligible. The GAPC will pay a qualifying applicant's registration and match a contribution of up to $250 from an applicant's congregation. Applications will be available online March 1 and must be submitted by March 31.
Election 2009. At next year's General Assembly in Salt Lake City delegates will vote for UUA president and moderator.  President Sinkford will have completed two terms and is not eligible for a third term. Two individuals, Rev. Laurel Hallman, Dallas, Texas, and Rev. Peter Morales, Golden, Colorado, have declared their candidacy for president of our Association. Both candidates were observers at the Board's January meeting. The Board of Trustees plans to sponsor a candidates' forum at the 2008 General Assembly in Fort Lauderdale.
As your Trustee I am available to discuss any questions you might have about UUA Board issues and actions.  I would welcome the opportunity to meet with congregations or congregational leadership to share UUA activities, resources, and priorities and, most importantly, hear your thoughts about UUA policies and practices.
In faith, Eva Marx, Trustee, Ballou Channing District
CHANNING’S  50/50  RAFFLE
Don’t miss out on this monthly event!  Tickets are sold weekly during coffee hour for $2 each.  The drawings are held the third Sunday of each month.  

Congratulations to John Burrows, our latest winner!

Wishing you all good luck!  Aaren Arena

         Prudential Committee News 
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Have you gotten a copy of the new church directory?   As of this Sunday, there will be copies available in the office at church, so stop by and pick one up.  If you prefer an email copy you can save onto your computer, let me know and I will send you one.   

On January 20th we had a productive, all church meeting dedicated to the physical condition of the church.  We discussed the intent behind the Greenlaw's generous donation.  The money was to be used for making repairs to the church roof and possibly hooking up to natural gas.  We also talked about our need to pay money back into our endowment.   These were our short term goals.   John Burrows spoke eloquently about the history of the church and the possibility of getting on the historical register so we would be eligible for federal funds for making repairs.   He is continuing to explore this option for us.   Among our long term desires were new rugs in the sanctuary, the removal of trees, a handicap bathroom and bathroom upstairs in RE, kitchen updating, new windows in the RE wing.    A full report of the meeting's minutes was prepared by Margaret Holmes.  It follows this report.

Last year, many of our youth attended the YRUU (Young Religious Unitarian Universalists) Conference on Star Island.   In order to attend, they drew on a financial aid fund created by Star Island.   Star Island has reopened after a planned closure, but in order to keep the retreat and conference center going, they had to raise the fees for things like the YRUU Conference.  When Llora McGrath, the Star Island YRUU Fundraising Chair, approached us about having an intergenerational coffee house/open mike at Channing Church to raise money for the Star Island URUU financial aid fund, we agreed.  The coffee house will take place on April 26th at Channing Church from 4:30-8:30.   The cost per person will be between $6-10.   

We would love to get a Membership Committee started at Channing Church.  The job of a Membership Committee would be to integrate newcomers, pair up new members with established members who could mentor them, follow up with visitors and so on.  If this work interests you AND your time is not being donated to other committees at Channing (we know that everyone's time and energy is limited), please speak with Cheryl or Kareen about this.   

A next Prudential Committee meeting will be March 18th at 7:00 p.m.  All Prudential Committee meetings are open meetings.  That means that YOU are always welcome to come and share your ideas and opinions.  

All Church Meeting: January 20, 2008

Cheryl Gardner began meeting by saying that we need to look at the Church and repairs to last 7 generations.  How do we do this???

Greenlaw Donation – The Greenlaw family noticed in the newsletter that the church was in need of repair, mostly the roof.  They contacted Phil Berry to find out what it might cost to fix the roof.  Phil guessed about $25,000.  The Greenlaws asked Phil to sit down and then told him they were going to give the Church a donation of about $100,000.00!  Good thing Phil was sitting down.... and he said something holy about cow manure.  The Greenlaws told Phil the money was to be used for repairs to the church.

Repair Priorities:

· Roof:  (two estimates were given for shingle roof, replace tiles with shingles, One for $35,000 and one for $53,000.  Both estimates offered the same shingle roof with stripping and about 30 yr. Life.)  Tile roof lasts for about 100 years.

· Conversion to Gas Heat:  

· Other repairs to the church.

Historical Building Perspective:  John Burrows was able to give a good overview of the process to have the church become a historical landmark.  He gave a history of the church building (much information and well presented).  He reviewed the process and possible benefits.
Process:

a. Apply to have the church become a member of the state registry of historical buildings.  Once on the state list it would transfer to the national list.  John has experience and committed to get this process underway.  John will assist the church in this endeavor.

b. Building survey needs to be completed by Conservation Committee.  Again, John has contacted them and they will do a “walk through” to determine what needs to be done, and the honest estimate of cost and possibility of becoming a “Historical Building.”  This is important as it is necessary to have this done.  If we are considered a Historical Building we can apply for grants with the Federal Government for structure repairs.  The structure needs to be sound or be able to be sound with the finances allowed by the grants, ie, it has to be worth it.  The structure of the church will be explored.  This may answer questions such as, are the foundation cracks fixable?  Will the church be able to vent properly with a shingled 
roof, as it was made for a tile roof?                                            Continued on following page
Continued from previous page

    But this will give us a real assessment of the structure and a “Holistic” means to take one step at a time (thank you all for reminding me about that.)  It was a wise woman told me, “If you want to eat an elephant you need to eat one bite at a time.”

Present projects that are being funded by the federal government:

a
Old Ship Church, roof.

b
Unity Church, North Easton

c
Library in North Easton

The federal government funds grants for historical buildings for exterior repairs.  They have two types of grants: 50/50 match, and 75/25 grants to endowments for future renovations.

The next round of applications is in 5 weeks.  This does not allow us enough time to complete, but – we now have the information and can proceed after the Conservation Committee reviews our foundation.

Thank you, John, for all your support, help, guidance and explanation.  I would like to support him in doing a sermon on the history of the building, etc.

It was proposed, seconded, and passed;  Get a whole picture of the church structural needs; get a walk through of the building from the Conservation Committee Assoc.; explore roofing options, ie, shingle vs. tile roof.

Future hopes for Channing (In no particular priority): Interior design of church, how to make the environment flow from one room to another; new floor in most rooms; master shoes for Lillian/Organist; growth of congregation; organ repairs; becoming a green church; one hour a month for a Sexton; handicap assessability for entrance, bathroom and walk way; power wash and resealing or RE building for leaks, etc.; new rug in chkurch; septic system (it has never been flushed out); becoming Chalice Lighters, paying for fair share to UUA, possibility of grants, etc.; RE building: window replacements, upstairs bathroom, repair walls; oil tank removal (we have underground tank that could be leaking/seeping oil – and the cost to the environment could be very harmful.  Our UU principals are at cost.); convert to gas heat; update public address system; larg print books; increase salary’s for Minister, RE Director and Organist/music dept.; kitchen update, cleaning and redesign; forward planning.

Submitted with love, Margaret Holmes, Clerk
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On Abraham Lincoln

As spoken by Homer Koch of Kansas in the House of Representatives, 
February 12, 1923

“There is no new thing to be said about Lincoln.  There is no new thing to be said of the mountains, or of the sea, or of the stars.  The years go their way, but the same old mountains lift their granite shoulders above the drifting clouds; the same mysterious sea beats upon the shore; the same silent stars keep holy vigil above a tired world.  But to the mountains and sea and stars men turn forever in unwearied homage.  And thus with Lincoln.  For he was a mountain in grandeur of soul, he was a sea in deep undervoice of mystic loneliness, he was a star in steadfast purity of purpose and service.  And he abides.”
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WhaleCoast Alaska -- 2008

Five Alaskan UU fellowships invite you to experience our eco-cultural program this July in our 12th year! See REAL Alaska, with UU 

homestays in Anchorage, Fairbanks, Seward, Juneau, and Sitka. UU’s host events and lead tours. We visit Tlingit and Inupiat Native Alaskans, see lots of wildlife like bears, moose, caribou, whales, sea otters and bald eagles and visit Denali and other National Parks.  Dave Frey, a 27-year Alaska resident, leads the programs.  Visit our website, www.wuurld.org, email waltonfrey@gci.net, or phone 907-322-4966 for a brochure. Our reservation deadline is March 15.
A St. Patrick’s Day Invitation

Come join us for St. Patrick’s Day.  On Monday, March 17, 2008 (St. Patrick's Day), the Universalist Unitarian Church of Brockton will be having a Corn Beef and Cabbage Dinner with Irish Bread Pudding for dessert.  Seating will start at 6:30 p.m.  Dinner will be served at 7:00 p.m.  

Following dinner we will be having Michelle Murphy entertain us by singing Irish tunes.  This talented singer will also lead us in a sing along.  The price of admission is $8.00.  The church is located at 325 West Elm St.  Brockton, MA.  Please call me, Susan Davis, at 508-587-4990 to let me know you’re coming so we will know how many there will be to accommodate for.  Please call me by March 15.  Hope to see you there!

    Susan, M. Davis 

Channing Unitarian Universalist Church

45 Webster Street

Rockland Ma  02370

(781) 878-0650

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
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           Our Family Is A Circle of Strength and Love
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST WORSHIP – Sundays at 10 AM

Child care available

Religious Education Classes available

   February 21, 2008

SUNDAY WORSHIP

Sunday, February 24: Lay led by Youth Group

Sunday, March 2: Led by Gretchen Robinson

Sunday, March 9:  Lay led by Marc Tierney

Sunday, March 16: Lay-led – Welcoming Congregation

Sunday, March 23, Easter Sunday: Led by Gretchen Robinson

EVENTS & OCCASIONS

Saturday, February 23:  Annual Chinese Dinner & Auction at 6 PM

Friday, February 29:  Nostalgic Movie Night at 7 PM

Saturday, March 1: “The Discovery of the Americas,” a play at 3 PM

 NOTE TO OUR READERS: “Many of us at Channing Church have come to rely on the excellent book recommendations of Phil Dolan.   The best books I've read in the past are ones he suggested to me.  Now we've persuaded him to share his recommendations with the larger congregation by profiling a book for the monthly newsletter.” --Cheryl Gardner

THE BOOKSHELF
by Phil Dolan

This Month's Featured Book: “The Woods” by Harlan Coben

Twenty years ago four teenagers left camp at night to go into the woods.  Two were brutally murdered by a serial killer.  Their bodies were found in shallow graves.  Two bodies were never found. 

Paul Copeland, now a county prosecutor, was eighteen at the time of the murders and in charge of nightly security at the camp.  But that night he left  his post, lured into the woods by Lucy, daughter of the camp's owner.  It was then they heard the screams. 

The two bodies found were identified.  Paul's sister was one of the four but her body was never found.   Paul's father went into the woods daily, digging around in an effort to find his daughter's body.  To add to his grief, his wife left him. 

Though Paul is involved with a case of frat boys and an exotic dancer, he is still seeking any clue about his sister.   Paul meets Lucy, who is a Professor at the university, and they resume their friendship. However, she is harboring a secret she has held for twenty years.  

A male body found recently is one of the two whose bodies were never found.  But why do the parents refuse to acknowledge that the body is their son's? 

That leaves one body unaccounted for.  Is Paul's sister alive?  If so, where has she been for twenty years?  

Author Coben has written a story that grabs the reader's interest from page one and doesn't let go.  
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