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Church Phone:  (781) 878-0650 (leave message on machine) 
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Minister:  Rev. Ed Hardy
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(781) 293-2447
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e-mail: kmtareenie@aol.com
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(781) 585-4556
e-mail: Mcbee5@comcast.net
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Home: 
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Aaren Arena
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Jason Carter
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Susan Curran




Home:
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e-mail: susan_curran@comcast.net

Gary Paul





Home:
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e-mail: gpaul66@gmail.com

Katie Tierney




Home:
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Treasurer:  Phil Berry




Home: 
(781) 585-4412
e-mail: philberry100@aol.com
Asst. Treasurer:  Danny Howland


Home:
(781) 871-0471
e-mail: zenithman49@aol.com
Music and Worship:  Marc Tierney


Home:
(781) 982-9576
e-mail: tierneyrock@verizon.net
House & Grounds:  Paul Arena



Home:
(781) 878-1988
e-mail: pllatime@aol.com
Music Director:  Lillian Cunningham-Hall

Home: 
(781) 878-3396
Flower Committee:  Debby Arena


Home:
(781) 878-4470

Church Secretary:  Aaren Arena


Home:
(781) 878-1988
e-mail: rena1787@aol.com
Visit our website: www.channingchurchrockland.com
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December 18, 2009  

 


         From the Minister  Rev. Ed Hardy
I was doing it. I don’t know how long I had been doing it, but when I was younger I had promised myself that when I got older I would never do it. I was going to be different. And now I was doing it. I remember being irritated when I came upon people who were doing it. “What’s the matter with you?” I would say. “Why aren’t you paying attention?” It was all so simple.
In America, we are such a culture of the young--being youthful, having no wrinkles, having hair, not worrying about blood pressure, loss of eyesight, reduction of hearing, or flesh that sags too much, are all treated as crucial and any nod, any tick on the clock of aging is met with disbelief, dismay, and disgust. If the commercials during the evening news are any indication, we are suffering a national plague of constipation. It has been several years since I got my letter from the gray panthers. I was appalled the day I turned fifty when I received their letter. I threw it in the trash. I didn’t need them.

So, as I said, I was doing it. When I realized I was doing it, I glanced into my rearview mirror to see if there were any cars around me. Of course, there was a carload of young girls, perhaps on their way to school and I imagined them laughing about the old man in front of them driving down the highway with his blinker on. I could almost hear them laughing. I checked my radio and though it was on, it was not too loud—certainly not so loud as to make the sound of the blinker inaudible. How long had I been on the highway? I got on at exit 11, and I was almost to exit 5 in West Barnstable; why that’s almost twenty-five minutes. I had been driving down the highway with my blinker on for twenty-five minutes I thought to myself with incrimination. Maybe I had been distracted by some great idea, possibly I was working on a sermon—I often turn them over in my head as I drive along. No, that wasn’t it. I was just driving along listening to NPR with my blinker indicating that at any moment I was going to make a right hand turn either to the breakdown lane or the next exit, which was four miles away. In my mind’s eye I envisioned the police pulling me over—“Sir, your blinker’s on. Could we see your license and registration?”
Well, here I was, at a spiritual moment—a moment of acceptance. I’m getting older. It is not a moment of resignation—I mean I’m not ready for the wheelchair and the plaid blanket—but, I am getting older. I’m pushing the far side of sixty—and seventy is in view. Each of these moments is a moment of acceptance and a renewal of determination to keep the mind and body fit. It is a delicate balance—acceptance, inspiration, and when to letting go. It is a time of keeping up with whether or not to take vitamin E and knowing there will be a time to stop taking it and stop worrying. Today I don’t want to resign myself to a blinking directional, and I don’t want to mentally mistreat myself either—so I stop doing it—I turn the blinker off. Happy motoring!


Worship Services – January 2010
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January 10 – It’s Great To Be An American: Sail Away?


 – Led by Rev. Ed Hardy

Randy Newman wrote, Sail Away, a lyrical, gentle, almost humorous song, which points directly at the delusion of the power and the suffering of those under the press of “power knows best”.
January 24 – Egbert Ethelred Brown: A Lost Dream? – Led by Rev. Ed Hardy
“I Have a Dream” is perhaps Martin Luther King’s most famous speech. Ethelred Brown (1875-1956), wanted to become a Unitarian minister and had a dream of establishing a “colored” Unitarian church. What happened? Sometimes it is helpful to take a peek at our Unitarian “roots”.
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A note from the House and Grounds Committee

I am happy to announce that the Religious Education Building has a new coat of sealant applied to the exterior block walls.

A local contractor had been hired to powerwash and seal the building with a waterproofing agent. This procedure will greatly reduce the weathering of the block and mortar joints. It will also inhibit any moisture coming into the block and causing damage to the interior of the building. And, as an added note, the work necessary to get the job done has given the building neat and clean appearance.

As with any maintenance project; close inspection of the walls revealed the need of repointing or retooling some areas of the mortar joints on the blockwork. This will increase the protection against deterioration and make the building more weather tight. This aging factor has not caused any structural damage, but will be addressed through our ongoing assessments of both the Church and RE buildings.

With every accomplishment, it provides another reason to feel good about Channing Church.

Happy Holidays! 

Paul Arena, Member of House & Grounds

***Snow Cancellations***

The Snow will be coming soon ... Prudential has worked out a procedure for canceling church due to heavy snow storms. So when the snow falls and you are unsure if there will still be a service or an event just call Channing Church. We will put the message that church has been cancelled on our answering service (we thought this would work better than one or two people trying to call everyone, & maybe miss notifying someone). If the answering service message does not say church has been cancelled we will still have church that Sunday. Cancellation notices will also be posted on our website. The decision to cancel will be made by Cheryl & Kareen, Prudential Co-Chairs, & will be made considering all factors involved such as; how bad the snow is, if anyone is available to shovel the church walks, if plows have cleared the streets & Ike’s Way leaving room to park cars, if the minister or lay led person is still able to make it to the church, to be in the pulpit for the service, if there is a power failure, etc. If you are not sure if a church event has been cancelled call Channing 781-878-0650 or visit www.channingchurchrockland.com to check.

Winter Cranberry Cluster
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Come get a new view of the earth

Mon., Jan. 25, 2010

At 6:30 p.m.

First Parish Bridgewater

50 School St., Bridgewater.

Social hour, Dinner (recipes of various nations),

Program – “Don’t Know Much about Geography”

(and UU’s should)
EarthView is a wonderful 20 ft tall inflatable Earth globe that is an exciting “classroom” used to teach about the variety of Earth’s peoples and place and their interconnections. EarthView is taken to schools most Fridays by a team of teachers, including two UUers from First Parish, Bridgewater – James Hayes-Bohanan and Vernon Domingo. Check out this world geographic program at the website www.bridgew.edu/earthview
For reservations call First Parish 508-697-2525 Or Betty Gilson 508-697-9099 by Jan. 20.

Snow Jokes

1. What is a snowman’s favorite thing to do at school?
2. What is a snowman’s favorite breakfast?
3. What do snowmen use to hold things together?

4. What do you call a cross between a snowstorm and a magician?
5. How do snowmen relax?
6. What do you get when you cross a snowman with a shark?

7. What is Frosty’s favorite holiday event?
8. Why did the snowboarder wear a baseball glove?
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Christmas Fill-Them-in-Tale

One friend reads the word needed (noun, adjective, etc) and the other one gives an answer. After the tale is completed, read it aloud!

‘Twas the Night Before Christmas

‘Twas the ___________ [noun] before Christmas, when all through the house

Not a ___________ [type of animal] was stirring, not even a mouse.

The ___________ [noun, plural] were ___________-ing [silly body function] all snug in their beds,

While visions of ___________ [gross food] danced in their heads.

Then out on the ___________ [outdoor place] there arose such a clatter,

I _________ [verb, past tense] from the ________ [piece of furniture] to see what was the matter.

When, what to my wondering ___________ [body parts] should appear,

But a miniature ___________ [noun], and ____ [number] ___________ [adjective] reindeer!

With a ___________ [adjective] old ___________ [athlete], so ___________ [adverb] and quick,

I knew in a moment it must be St. Nick.

As I drew in my head, and was turning around, 

Down the chimney __________ [favorite rock star] ___________ [verb, past tense] with a bound.

He spoke not a ___________ [silly noise], but went straight to his work,

	1. Snow-and-Tell
2. Frosted Snowflakes
3. Igloo
4. A blizzard wizard 
5. They chill out
6. Frostbite
7. The Snow Ball
8. He wanted to catch some air
	Answers


And filled all the ___________ [noun, plural]; then ___________ [verb, past tense] with a jerk,

And laying his ___________ [body part] aside of his nose,

And giving a nod, up the ___________ [part of house] he rose.

And I heard him ___________ [verb], ere he ___________ [verb, past tense] out of sight,

“Happy Christmas to all and to all a good night!”
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A birthday is just the first day of another 365 day journey around the sun. Enjoy the trip.

~Author Unknown
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Birthday Wishes

Happy Birthday wishes to:

December 8 – Donna Berry

19 – Sam Carter

23 – Joe Tesauro

25 – Janine Anderson

27 – Becky Paul

31 – Mark Gardner


January 7 – Aaren Arena

8 – Mary Pietrusko

12 – Sydney Paul

14 – Sandra Williams

21 – Bill Norkus

25 – Pete Arena, Jr

25 – Stacey Leonard

26 – Maddy Willette

And Happy Anniversary to ...

Paul and Kareen Arena (January 12)

Do we have your family’s birthdays or anniversaries? If not, please take a minute to send them in. Mail us, email us or leave a note in the office next time you’re at church.

We want to make sure that we list the birthdays and anniversaries of everyone in our church family. Thank you!

See A Penny, Pick It Up!!

The penny race is almost over! You’re almost out of time to bring in your change. Your last chance will be Sunday, January 17th! Support your team or a friend’s!

The two teams competing to raise the most pennies are:

Team A (orange)


Team B (green)

Maryanne Frenette

Kylee Frenette

Jason Carter

Srar Carter

Maddy Carter

Susan Kavka

Paul Norkus

Madyson Willette

Paul Arena


Margaret Holmes

Lauren Hannah-Murphy

Lara Herosy

Debby Arena

Sophie Gardner

Emma Gardner

Phil Berry

Donna Berry

Chris Ricciotti
Faith Amado

Joe Herosy

Becca Russell

Danette Carter

Izzy Carter

Sammy Carter

Carolyn Norkus

Kareen Arena

Aaren Arena


Nathan Tierney

Libby Tierney

Jordan Paul

Sydney Paul

Owen Paul

Mark Gardner

Cheryl Gardner

Jessie Gardner

Linda Tesauro

Each team has their own bottle located in Channing Hall and anyone can place change or dollars in either container. Each penny counts as one point but any silver coins or dollar bills count against the team. The object is to put the most pennies in your team’s bottle

For example, if Team A has one quarter and Team B has 25 pennies, Team B is the winner because Team A has minus 25 points. Our race will end Sunday, January 17th

The team with the most points will be served Hot Chocolate and S’mores by the losing team on Sunday, January 24th.

So start saving your change and if you see a penny,

PICK IT UP, it just might bring your team GOOD LUCK!!
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Channing Church

December 22, 2009 – January 2, 2010

	Sun
	mon
	tues
	wed
	thurs
	fri
	sat

	Dec 20

Holiday Pageant

RE Holiday Party after service
	Dec 21

Winter Begins
	Dec 22
	Dec 23
	Dec 24

Christmas Eve Service 6pm
	Dec 25

[image: image13.wmf]
Merry Christmas!!
	Dec 26

	Dec 27

Service led by Rev. Ed
	Dec 28
	Dec 29
	Dec 30

Family Movie Night & Potluck 6:30pm
	Dec 31
New Year’s Eve
	Jan 1 2010 
New Year’s Day
	Jan 2

	Jan 3
	Jan 4
	Jan 5

House & Grounds Meeting 7pm


	Jan 6

Knitting Circle Begins

7:30-9:30 pm
	Jan 7
	Jan 8
	Jan 9
Blue Moon Coffee House

7:30pm


	SUN
	MON
	TUES
	WED
	THURS
	FRI
	SAT

	Jan 10
Service led by Rev. Ed

“Taking down the Greens” Potluck Lunch 11:30am

	Jan 11
	Jan 12
	Jan 13

Knitting Circle 

7:30-9:30 pm
	Jan 14
	Jan 15
	Jan 16

Mystery Lotto Night & Dinner 6pm

	Jan 17

Penny Race Ends

Circle Deadline


	Jan 18

Martin Luther King Day
	Jan 19

Prudential Meeting

7pm
	Jan 20

Knitting Circle 

7:30-9:30 pm
	Jan 21
	Jan 22
	Jan 23

	Jan 24

Service led by Rev. Ed

Penny Race Party 11:30am
	Jan 25

RE Meeting @ Danette’s

7pm
	Jan 26
	Jan 27

Knitting Circle 

7:30-9:30 pm
	Jan 28
	Jan 29
	Jan 30


Channing Unitarian Universalist Church

45 Webster Street

Rockland Ma  02370

(781) 878-0650

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
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      December 18, 2009

           Our Family Is A Circle of Strength and Love
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST WORSHIP – Sundays at 10 AM

Childcare available

Religious Education Classes available
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UPCOMING January 2010 EVENTS INCLUDE:

Wednesdays, Beginning Jan 6th 

7:30 – 9:30 PM Knitting Circle

with Chris Ricciotti 

Meeting at Chris’s house

(Email Chris at ricciotti@aol.com for more info)


Saturday, Jan. 9th

7:30 PM Blue Moon Coffee House

Saturday, Jan 16th
6 PM Mystery Fun Night & Dinner 
Join us in starting a new tradition!

On Sunday Jan 10th, for our coffee hour, We are going to have a “taking down the greens” pot luck lunch! We will also be setting up Channing Hall for our winter services to save on fuel usage.

Please save the date! Start thinking about a dish to share and the fun social Sunday lunch.

















The deadline for the next issue of THE CHANNING CIRCLE is Sun January 17th.


Submissions may be emailed as an attachment to: � HYPERLINK "mailto:UUChanning@aol.com" ��uuchanning@aol.com�


or dropped off in hard copy at the church office.





Please keep us informed!!


Have you opened an email account, changed a phone number or address?? If so please send us an email (� HYPERLINK "mailto:UUChanning@aol.com" ��uuchanning@aol.com�) call or drop in. We want to keep your contact information up to date.


Thanks!!




















Mystery Fun Night & Dinner


January 16, 2010 6PM


Spaghetti with Meatballs, Salad & Dessert


Dinner Tickets — Adults $6 — Children 12 & under $3


The fun will begin after dinner with various items around Channing Hall.


 Each item will have a different amount of smaller objects.


 For example: one item might be a fish bowl with Swedish fish candies in it and you will have to guess the number of Swedish fish in the bowl. The person with the closest guess will win the bowl and the Swedish fish.


All guesses will be submitted on a raffle ticket. 


Tickets are 5 tickets for $2 and 25 tickets for $10.


After all guesses are done we will reveal the names of all the item winners.


Fun for all ages!
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