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Church Phone:  (781) 878-0650  (leave message on machine) 
Church e-mail:  UUChanning@aol.com  

Minister: Rev. Gretchen Robinson


Home:
(508) 226-2910
e-mail: whistling_girl@msn.com
Religious Ed. Committee Chair: Katie Tierney
Home:
(781) 982-9576
e-mail: tierneyrock@verizon.net
Prudential Committee: 

Kareen Arena: Co-Chairperson


Home:
(781) 878-1988
e-mail: kmtareenie@aol.com

Cheryl Gardner: Co-Chairperson


Home: 
(781) 878-0521, 
e-mail: Mcbee3@verizon.net

Margaret Holmes: Clerk



Home: 
(781) 982-2893
e-mail: fargaret@aol.com

Aaren Arena




Home:
(781) 878-1988


Jason Carter




Home:
(781) 447-1147
e-mail: jcarter@suffolk.edu


Susan Curran




Home:
(781) 767-4230
e-mail: susan_curran@comcast..net

Gary Paul





Home:
(781) 293-2447
e-mail: GLP66@hotmail.com


Katie Tierney




Home:
(781) 982-9576
tierneyrock@verizon.net

Treasurer: Phil Berry




Home: 
(781) 585-4412
e-mail: philberry100@aol.com
Asst. Treasurer: Danny Howland:


Home:
(781) 871-0471
e-mail: zenithman49@aol.com
Music and Worship:  Becky Paul


Home:
(781) 293-2447
e-mail: beccapaul@msn.com


Building & Grounds:  Paul Arena


Home:
(781) 878-1988,
e-mail: pllatime@aol.com

Music Director:  Lillian Cunningham-Hall

Home: 
(781) 878-3396
Flower Committee:  Debbie Arena


Home:
(781) 878-4470

Church Secretary:  Bob Smith



Home:
(508) 583-8860, 
e-mail: rfs33@comcast.net

Visit our website: http://www.channingchurchrockland.com

“Another Sweet December”

by Ben Burroughs

December is a happy month . . . Of peace and real good will

The grand finale of our climb . . . Across another hill

The prelude to a brand new year . . . And all that it will bring

December is a joyful month .  . . To which we tightly cling

For near its end we celebrate . . . The greatest day of all

Christmas with its carols and its evergreens so tall

December is the children’s month . . . When youth runs on a spree

Waiting on old Santa Claus to fill their hearts with glee . .  .

December welcomes wintertime and dreams of long ago

Yes, somehow every time it comes . . . deep down inside I glow

Because it weaves a mellow web of times that I remember

Thank God that I’m alive to see . . . Another sweet December.
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December 13, 2007  

 

From the Minister

I've had the old Christmas Carol, "God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen" singing in my ears lately, especially the words, "Comfort and Joy…good tidings of comfort and joy."  This has me hoping for some good holiday cheer before the Season is done.  Maybe it's because another bleak winter is looming.  We need the holidays as a beacon of hope for the future.  The holidays fortify us for the long dark nights of winter, the short days with their pale sunlight, and the bitter cold ahead.

We humans have always found ways to celebrate in the face of winter's onslaught.  Traditionally, early peoples have also looked beyond their own
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 creature comforts and their own enjoyment of the season to show generosity toward others.  It was important to help those who had experienced trouble that year, to help them know some measure of comfort and joy at year's end.   

The world needs what these holy days of festivity and family and friends can grant to us.  Already we are reading about people who cannot afford heating oil and other perilous needs, even in our local communities.  This can affect our enjoyment of the season.  Christmas and Chanukah and other holy days can have a bittersweet quality to them.    

This year I'm hoping we can be intentional about the comfort part.  Our December 16th worship service will focus on giving comfort to those who have lost loved ones, or anyone who has experienced a significant loss in life.  It is important that we recognize our losses.  We also need to respond to the losses others have experienced.  Seeing to others is one good way to get into the holiday spirit. 

I sent a friend an article on how to grieve during the Holidays and she sent back thanks, saying this would encourage her to keep in touch with a friend whose husband has just died.  She said, "I will stick with it and not feel I am 'bothering' her."

It helps to enter into the spirit of the season through connecting with others.   The simplest gift of a candy cane can be an excuse to wish someone well…or a card.   It takes attention and intention.  In the rush of this Advent season, let's remember to give ourselves away, too, and not just with actual gifts.  The gifts of caring, of comfort may be the means whereby others find joy "in the bleak midwinter."    

This is also the season when we open our hearts and our homes and welcome.  And we open our church, too.  So please invite people to our services and celebrations.  Our Holiday Pageant and Christmas Eve are among our most well attended services of the year, but there's always room for more to join in.  Invite friends and family to come experience an old fashioned joyous Channing Church holiday! We'll have special music, pageantry, and special entertainments for the children.  We have so much to celebrate this year!      

Love, Gretchen
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“OUR KIDS KEEP SURPRISING UU’us”

“MADISON” - Jeanette Chandler’s great-grand-daughter, her grandmother Carolyn Norkus & grandfather Paul Norkus  were so proud of Madison  & Madison wants everyone to know… if you happen to give your “Locks for Love”,  hair donated to make wigs, for people who have cancer and need wigs, she would like to know and Thank you!!!

What a great example she is for our kids at Channing Church & the parents also.(
“CHRIS UMENSKI” - 31 South Shore Votech Seniors receive Adams Scholarships.

Chris is one of them… WOW…..Chris is one of the 31 students to receive the John & Abigail Adams Scholarship.  He scored in the top 25% of the MCAS scores in the school district.  He qualifies for four years of free tuition at any state school in Massachusetts….  “FANTASTIC CHRIS,” GREAT JOB!

JUST A REMINDER!!!!!!  If you need a name tag, please see me, so I can make you either a clip on or elastic name tag….We see many new faces around the church, so please take the time to introduce yourself and to “wear your name badge”, thanks to all who have been doing that… 

COLD WEATHER:

“SWEATER SUNDAYS” - What a great way to show off all your sweaters, that you could not use all these years…. With this cold weather, please plan on having a sweater available, as the sanctuary is so hard to heat, cuddle up, show off your great sweaters and sing with GUSTO!!!!

In two more weeks, just after Christmas, we will be using Channing Hall for our services.  The Worship committee has made this such a beautiful area, and the atmosphere is warm and inviting.

(it also saves a volume on heat and energy!)

MANY THANKS TO THE GREENLAW FAMILY TRUST: with the gift from the Greenlaw Family Trust, we have received more funds for the church.  It seems that people wanted to help with the gifts in kind as the Greenlaw Family has done.

As one donor said, I do as the Greenlaws have done, it is a gift from the heart and soul, to help keep Channing Church a viable asset to the Rockland Community, as it has been for decades.

This is a covenant that must be kept alive for another century, something we have been entrusted to continue!

HOLIDAY FAIR:  I know others will be talking about the Holiday Fair and how fantastic it was.  We had many people attend and the results were even better then we planned… the auction went well also and all had a Great time….

HOLIDAY STROLL:  We had the hanging of the greens on Friday November 30 and the Holiday Stroll on December 1st….. we had our usual Channing “Chowda” and our fried dough & French fries…. All were a Great Success…..

Oh so many came into the sanctuary to see our decorations… our new tree was donated by John Burrows and Chris Ricciotti, it looks like something you would see in Macy’s window…. The whole sanctuary looks like an “olde English” scene.

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE:  remember our service will be @ 6:PM on Christmas Eve.  This has always been a Special Service. Bring a friend, bring a family member…or come alone… all are welcome… 

It will warm your mind, body, soul…. But most of all your “heart”

A “LIL” STORY:

My daughter Alanna and here husband, Chris are on an awesome venture.  Chris’ band has a new recording contract with a world wide record producer.  They were at a party the other night and an executive from the record company gave them a compliment.  She commented that their band was in the forefront of social change, government responsibility, War is Not the Answer, etc.…. Her comment was, “YOU ARE THE UNITARIANS OF THE MUSIC INDUSTRY”

Alanna & Chris started to laugh, the woman asked, did I offend you… Alanna said, you don’t know, but I am a Unitarian Universalist & we had a UU minister do our wedding in September…. 

The woman replied, I knew it…I knew it!!!!!!

Guess what we instill at a young age, helps them as adults….

Isn’t it WONDERFUL, when you are Proud of Your Kids (
I thank the Channing Church Family for helping shape my daughter into a wonderful young woman with values and qualities of acceptance.

HAVE A WONDERFUL HOLIDAY SEASON…

PEACE, BLESSINGS & BIG HUGS

PHIL BERRY, UU’r TRES.
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I

love

a star,

a wreath,

a shopping

list, a crowd,

a gift, a time

of worship, a toy,

a child, a colored

ball, a party, a kiss,

a family together, the

sound of laughter, turkey

‘n mince pie, joy and peace,

a tree of lights, the glow of

candles, the faith of a child, the

sound of bells, and an angel’s song,

a season of wonder and togetherness,

a world

at peace

filled with love

and good will

toward all

people

The Cherokee Heights Baptist Church in Macon, GA

We Want Peace!

I dream a world where man 
No other man will scorn, 
Where love will bless the earth 
And peace its paths adorn.

--Langston Hughes


“In the hearts of people today there is a deep longing for peace.  When the true spirit of peace is thoroughly dominant, it becomes an inner experience with unlimited possibilities. Only when this really happens – when the spirit of peace awakens and takes possession of men’s hearts, can humanity be saved from perishing.”




--Albert Schweitzer




     (1875-1965)
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       Submitted by Katie Tierney, RE Committee Chair

The children's holiday party is scheduled for Saturday December 22nd from 1-4 PM.  We are excited to announce that there will be a puppet show presentation of Hansel & Gretel by Chris Ricciotti and John Burroughs.  This will be followed by pageant rehearsal and a visit from 'Ol Saint Nick and lots of goodies.  Please join us for the fun!
The Winter Pageant will be held during the morning worship service on Sunday December 23rd.  We're doing something a little different this year but we hope that the whole congregation will enjoy the children's presentation.
Guest at your Table:  We are currently collecting money for the annual Guest at your Table campaign to support the UUSC.  If you have not received your donation box, they will be available during coffee hour during the month of December.  We would like to collect the money by January 26, 2008.  Please see a member of the RE Committee if you have any questions.

VOLUNTEERS DESPERATLY NEEDED!

The Religious Education Committee is seeking volunteers for The Winterim period beginning in February 2008.   This is typically the time of year when the teachers get some time off and congregations members have the opportunity to share their time with our precious children and youth.

If just two volunteers a month donate an hour of their time, it would go a long way to helping us maintain our RE program.  No classes are scheduled for the month of January, however The Youth Group is planning to lead a craft sometime during the month.  A detailed schedule will be posted on the bulletin boards in both Channing Hall and in the RE building near the kitchen.  There will be a volunteer sign up sheet posted as well.  If you are interested in helping out, please place your name and phone number or e-mail address on the list and an RE member will contact you.  Please note:    

 No previous experience is necessary to volunteer, and we really need your help!!   Thank you.


“I am only one, but still I am one. I cannot do everything, but still I can do something.  And because I cannot do everything, I will not refuse to do the 
something that I can do.”










Edward Everett Hale 

WINNER OF THE PEACE QUILT RAFFLE!!!

This long awaited drawing took place at the close of the Holiday Fair in November.  Sara Carter was the lucky winner, thanks to the nimble choice fingers of her little sister Izzy!  Sara was one of many children who worked on the quilt last year along with teachers and parent volunteers.  We all waited, holding our breath, as Izzy slowly and carefully picked a ticket from the can.  What a thrill it was to read Sara’s name!  What luck for one of our very own Channing children to have the honor of taking home this labor of love!  But Sara had other plans for the quilt.  The next day during Sunday services, she surprised this teacher by giving the quilt to me!!  I was to say the least, overwhelmed with emotion.  Thank you Sara for your very sweet and generous gift!  My heart swells with pride and joy!  What a beautiful act of thoughtfulness and loving kindness.

Next month, the quilt will return to Channing Church and will become a permanent addition to our Children’s Chapel.  A lasting symbol of our Peace Project and our expression of hope for Peace in the world.


With love,  Becky Paul

CHANNING’S  50/50  RAFFLE
Don’t miss out on this monthly event!  Tickets are sold weekly during coffee hour for $2 each.  The drawings are held the third Sunday of each month.  

The next drawing is Sunday, December 16!

Wishing you all good luck!  Aaren Arena

Worship Services - December 16, 2007 to January 13, 2008


Sunday, December 16:  Led by Gretchen Robinson. “Dying and Living: 
     the Birth of Our Joy”

Sunday, December 23: Children’s Christmas Pageant

Monday, December 24: 6 PM Christmas Eve Service led by Gretchen Robinson
    “Ancient Stories and Songs”
Sunday, December 30:  Lay-led Service

Sunday, January 6, 2008:  Led by Gretchen Robinson

Sunday, January 13:  Lay-led Service
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PRUDENTIAL COMMITTEE NEWS
                        Submitted by Cheryl Gardner

 

Change is a fact of congregational life.   
New people come and bring so much to our church, nothing less in fact than the uniqueness of themselves.  If you've been in the sanctuary lately, you know it looks extraordinarily beautiful.  The tree that graces our sanctuary was brought in by John and Chris, along with box after box of gorgeous ornaments.  What a wonderful symbol of the growth of this church through new people.  

Old members change us in ways we sometimes don't expect, as they did with the generous donation of the Greenlaw family to the church.   We are a larger community than we sometimes envision.  People who have loved this church still inhabit this place and participate in this community in many ways, contributing to the community and changing it in various ways.  

When someone leaves, that change can leave the community feeling temporarily impoverished.  The departure of Deeya Pavelle surprised all of us.   The Prudential Committee will meet this week to discuss the reasons underlying her resignation and if you have questions about it you can speak to me or Kareen by phone.   Our phone numbers are listed on the front of your newletter.  As church members, I would like you to know that our RE Committee will ensure that there is a thriving program for the children this year, as it has done in the past.  

Most change within a congregation is an opportunity to grow in different ways, to learn lessons we need to learn, to challenge ourselves to do take on new things in new ways.   This will happen at Channing in the wake of Deeya's decision.  I suspect that is precisely the unique gift some people bring to our community: they challenge us to learn and grow.  

The next Prudential meeting is Dec. 18th at 7:00 p.m.  Feel free to join us! 

Movie Night For All Ages
On Friday, December 28th at 7:00 p.m., stop picking up those last scraps of wrapping paper and fishing those pesky Christmas tree needles out of your hair.  Get out of the house and come on over to the church for a free movie night.  We'll be celebrating the short film, beginning with a one called "The Competition" made by our own Jason Carter and shown in the Bahamas Film Festival, the Long Island Film Festival and Woods Hole film festival.   Then we'll watch other short films, with brief intermissions in between to refresh our bowls of popcorn and glasses of soda.    All the films are appropriate for families and since they're short and we're showing several, if you don't like one you're likely to like another.  Hope to see you there! 

  A Green Tip

The Sierra Club tells us that Americans purchase 100 million pounds of household pesticides yearly.  Much of which is poured on our lawns and yards and can end up in streams and groundwater.  Resolve to tend your turf organically and use the coming winter months to find out how.  Visit www.greenscapes.org to get started.  This site is from Norwell, MA, and is sponsored by the North and South River Watershed Association.

While considering protecting our life-sustaining water, you might want to find and read a relevant book, “The Blue Death: Disease, Disaster, and the Water We Drink,” by Dr. Robert D. Morris.  Dr. Morris is an environmental epidemiologist who takes us on a fascinating journey through 19th century London, England at the height of a cholera epidemic.  There we meet Dr. John Snow and learn of his relentless struggle to link drinking water to the disease.  The author then brings us to the reality of today where thousands, mostly children, die from contaminated water every day.

Channing Unitarian Universalist Church

45 Webster Street

Rockland Ma  02370

(781) 878-0650

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
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           Our Family Is A Circle of Strength and Love
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST WORSHIP – Sundays at 10 AM

Child care available

Religious Education Classes available

  December 13, 2007

SUNDAY WORSHIP

Sunday, December 16: Led by Gretchen Robinson

Sunday, December 23: Children’s  Christmas Pageant

Christmas Eve, Dec. 24:  Led by Gretchen Robinson

Sunday, December 30: Lay-led service

Sunday, January 6, 2008: Led by Gretchen Robinson

Sunday, January 13: Lay-led service

 

EVENTS & OCCASIONS

Saturday, December 22:  Children’s Christmas Party & Pageant Practice
Friday, December 28: Holiday Movie Night

Saturday, January 12: Contra Dancing

Tuesdays at 6:30 pm:  Troop 57, Boy Scouts of America

 NOTE TO OUR READERS: “Many of us at Channing Church have come to rely on the excellent book recommendations of Phil Dolan.   The best books I've read in the past are ones he suggested to me.  Now we've persuaded him to share his recommendations with the larger congregation by profiling a book for the monthly newsletter.” --Cheryl Gardner

THE BOOKSHELF
by Phil Dolan

This Month's Book: What Have I Done?  Stories, Observations and Affirmations by Robert Fulghum, author of the bestselling book All I Really Need to Know I Learned in Kindergarten.  
The latest edition of the U. U. World featured a chapter from Fulghum's book about a vacation he had on the island of Crete.  I read it, enjoyed it and found myself laughing out loud at his misadventures with the Greek language, hand signals and culture shock. 

This is a book that can be read and enjoyed no matter where you start it.  It is after all a collection of anecdotes.  The chapter on baptism is a joy, as is the one on the housecleaning woman, Ioannoula.  She is an absolute gem.  Boy-- could I use her remarkable services! 

Particularly touching is the one on moon-watching.  Fulghum mentions Alan Shepard standing on the moon watching the earthrise.  It is this incredibly beautiful globe of cobalt blue, white and brown, like a prized glass agate in a marble collection.  And so much more.  

This book would make a great Christmas gift.  While you're at it, get a copy for yourself.  You deserve it.  
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