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Church Phone:  (781) 878-0650  (leave message on machine) 
Church e-mail:  UUChanning@aol.com  

Minister: Rev. Gretchen Robinson


Home:
(508) 226-2910
e-mail: whistling_girl@msn.com
Religious Education Director: Becky Paul

Home:
(781) 293-2447
e-mail: beccapaul@msn.com

Prudential Committee: 

Kareen Arena: Co-Chairperson


Home:
(781) 878-1988
e-mail: kmtareenie@aol.com

Cheryl Gardner: Co-Chairperson


Home: 
(781) 878-0521, 
e-mail: Mcbee3@verizon.net

Margaret Holmes: Clerk



Home: 
(781) 982-2893
e-mail: fargaret@aol.com

Aaren Arena




Home:
(781) 878-1988


Jason Carter




Home:
(781) 447-1147
e-mail: jcarter@suffolk.edu


Susan Curran




Home:
(781) 767-4230
e-mail: susan_curran@comcast..net

Gary Paul





Home:
(781) 293-2447
e-mail: GLP66@hotmail.com


Katie Tierney




Home:
(781) 982-9576
tierneyrock@verizon.net

Treasurer: Phil Berry




Home: 
(781) 585-4412
e-mail: philberry100@aol.com
Asst. Treasurer: Danny Howland:


Home:
(781) 871-0471
e-mail: zenithman49@aol.com
Music and Worship:  Janine Anderson


Home
(781) 294-8873
e-mail: janine.anderson@fmr.com

Building & Grounds:  Paul Arena


Home:
(781) 878-1988,
e-mail: pllatime@aol.com

Music Director:  Lillian Cunningham-Hall

Home: 
(781) 878-3396
Flower Committee:  Debbie Arena


Home:
(781) 878-4470

Church Secretary:  Bob Smith



Home:
(508) 583-8860, 
e-mail: rfs33@comcast.net

Visit our website: http://www.channingchurchrockland.com
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April 24, 2008  

 

From the Minister

Despite the still-cold nights of early spring, we share a faith that spring is, by now, unstoppable.  Grass of emerald green and bright yellow daffodils, April showers only serve to brighten them the more.  I like it when I'm driving north on Rt. 95 and coming over the hill into Sharon, seeing the pastel tree colors spread before me.  Nature is the artist; the landscape is one huge art gallery that runs up to and includes Blue Hill.  

Something inside us gets touched and stirred--deeply.  But life is such a rush these days that we have to intentionally slow down and let spring come inside.    This happens to me when I start remembering spring scenes from childhood: ice-cold brooks and my treasured green rubber boots that let me wade and still kept my feet dry.  In spring, something new comes alive in us.   We all need this season of delight.  Spring gusts can blow away the stale, the old, the tried and the tired.   No matter our age, spring can still work its magic.  

April stirs me up and soon I start anticipating May with its promise of even milder weather.  My two jobs involve driving.  In my chaplain's job, I drive around and visit patients.   And though Channing Church is at a distance and involves 52 traffic lights and uneven road surfaces, the drive on a Sunday morning fills me with joy.  It's the anticipation of our being together, in community, the hopes and dreams for what we can 'do' and 'be' together for another precious time of fellowship and engagement in matters of the spirit.    

I have grandiose ambitions each year for what I will accomplish in yard and garden.  I also know that, inevitably, I'll have to scale back, prioritize, and accept the reality that I cannot do everything.  There are real limits to our time and energy and resources.  But dreaming and hoping are important, too. They help us to formulate plans and develop ideas.  True, some of these have little or no chance of being fulfilled.   But in church work we learn to dream together and then collaborate and compromise.  The beauty is that the mingling of plans and dreams often leads to something more exiting and better than when it was 'your' ideas and 'mine.'

Continued on following page


Continued from page one

Channing can experience its own springtime.  It may be a good thing to have a grandiose plan or two for Channing Church.  It may be a good thing not to, as our first impulse, pour buckets of cold water on the dreams and wishes of others.  There may be seeds of wisdom or insight there.  True, many such seeds will inevitably get washed out or fail to sprout but some may prove to be brilliant.   

Which brings me to money.  What saves a garden is soil preparation: compost, fertilizer, and manure tilled into the garden.  The parallel in churches is money, and people's time, energy, passion, and joy.   In spring we concentrate on money.   Recall the old saying that, "Money is like manure--you have to spread it around."   Budget time and pledge time are opportunities to start growing the Garden that Channing is--and can be.  

Still, any gardener knows about frost.   Don't plant tomatoes or peppers until late in the spring or nighttime temperatures will stunt or freeze them.   For a church, not having enough money is like a killing frost.  So we need to pledge liberally.  Together we can water and nurture Channing Church into the future.  Seeds of hope can flourish.  

So let us learn the wisdom of planning and being intentional, of prioritizing, and pruning budgets, and getting real.  Then we can ask for pledges and find ways to support the 'business' of growing our church and living our hopes and dreams into reality.   

And so may it be. 

Love, Gretchen
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Worship Services –April 27, 2008 to May 25, 2008

[image: image9.wmf] 



April 27 – Led by Gretchen Robinson - Dedication of Libby Tierney

May 4 - Lay-led by Cheryl Gardner

May 11 – Mother’s Day worship led by Gretchen Robinson

May 18 – Flower Communion Service led by Gretchen Robinson


May 25 – Lay-led by Chris Uminski
Music and Worship Committee Members:  


Janine Anderson
Marc Tierney


Chris Uminski                   
Becky Paul


Lauren Hannah-Murphy      
Gretchen Robinson
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Pasta Dinner & Bingo!!

Circle Saturday, May 17 on your calendars for an enjoyable evening at the church, eating a pasta dinner prepared by Chris Ricciotti and friends, followed by a chance to win fame and fortune playing BINGO!  You are expected for dinner at 6 pm with the games starting at about 7:45 pm.

Chris has all the equipment necessary to play.  The cost of the dinner is $8 for adults, children 10 and under $5, and there is a charge for each Bingo card.
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CHANNING’S  50/50  RAFFLE
Don’t miss out on this monthly event!  Tickets are sold weekly during coffee hour for $2 each.  The drawings are held the third Sunday of each month.  

Congratulations to Kareen Arena, our latest winner!

Wishing you all good luck!  Aaren Arena

To the Members and Friends of Channing Church: April 19, 2008

This is the year we start "Giving to Grow."  The leadership and I are asking for a generous pledge or donation to Channing Church, one large enough to not only sustain our church for the next year, but also to create a financial foundation that will ensure that Channing will be here for future generations.

This past year we received a large, generous bequest toward fixing or replacing our roof, as well as repairing the portions of the interior ceiling damaged by leaks.  We want to restore the graciousness of our sanctuary so that it matches the quality of our worship services. 

You can be sure that we are committed to being careful stewards of any monies that are pledged or donated.  This year the Prudential Board has three new members who are bringing their ideas and talents to the leadership of the church.  The entire board has worked hard all year.  In recent months we have looked at spending in order to trim the budget.  There is not one ounce of 'fat' left.   Co-Presidents Cheryl Gardner and Kareen Arena continue their able leadership with sure hands and a deep understanding of the church.  Our capable and gifted DRE (Director of Religious Education), Becky Paul, provides a spiritual context for the unfolding of an array of fine programs, so that our children continue to flourish.

Many people have joined committees.  Two new members on Music and Worship jumped in and led some delightful worship services.  Members have also stepped forward in RE, which continues to be an important entry point for adults seeking a Faith that won't indoctrinate their children but will help them to grow in spirit. Our youth group is the envy of other churches in the district.  Members of other churches (and one DRE) have stopped to tell me how fortunate we are to have such a caring, close group of youth.  Danny and Susan are pure gems at building fellowship among our youth, four of whom are graduating this June.     

Our fundraising committee has mounted excellent events.  Just to cite one, the Chinese Auction was a lively way for different generations to share warm fellowship in the midst of a long winter.  We've had many listings and articles in the local newspaper: a full page spread on our Chocolate Auction and a front page article on our "Star for a Day" fundraiser, where entertainers performed on our stage and left with a top quality CD demonstration tape.   Many Sundays we had a listing of the sermon topic on the religion page. 

We have new people coming in and generously contributing their many talents:  two Barn Dances were well-attended, as was a Christmas puppet show of "Hansel and Gretel."  These and other events (a Winter Solstice Sunday, for example), increased our visibility in the community. 

All this is just a sampling.  As you can see the people part of the equation here is really working.  If you are here on Sunday mornings, you've experienced the energy and enthusiasm.  You know the quality of the fellowship and how deeply people care for one another.  

Now we want to build on this.  That takes an influx of money: the steady money of pledges coming in and the generous philanthropy of those who want to make a difference with a larger gift.   Channing is poised for more growth: growth in membership and in our spirit 'wealth.'   We have the ability to fulfill the potential of this church, to serve more people, to provide a much-needed liberal religious alternative.  To use the metaphor of gardening, we need 'seed money.'   We've been getting by on yearly pledges and contributions.  Now we need you to reflect on how you can help.  If you have pledged in the past or are considering pledging for the first time, please consider how this congregation and this Faith grows you in ways that would otherwise go unfulfilled. 

We at Channing have been using the Native American idea of Seven Generations.  Let every thing you do and every decision you make be made with an eye to the future.  With the roof and sanctuary repaired, that ensures the building.  We have other needs: the rug in the sanctuary is 25+ years old and crumbling in places.   The bathrooms need to be made handicap accessible.  An oil tank sits underground and needs to be removed.  We have great plans, but these are just castles in the air without the support of members and friends near and far. 

As Channing Church's minister for these past two years, I'm entering that stage in life when I ask myself, 'where can I put my money and resources where it will do the most good?'   Some district leaders have suggested that small churches like ours should close or combine with other churches.  I disagree most heartily!!  That would be a tragedy because what we have here is very, very special: a working and loving congregation who hangs in there for one another and this amazing Faith that we are so committed to. 

We know we are not alone because we have you.  So as you read this, please consider if you can give more than in the past.  The need is so great.  Of course, we ask that you contribute according to your own means.  If finances are a problem, please speak to our co-presidents or to me about ways you can contribute other than financially.  We truly want everyone to feel good about their participation in the life of Channing Church.  (No one knows who contributes what amount to the church, except for our assistant treasurer.)  If you want to talk to someone about pledging, in confidence, talk to one of the members of the board or to me.   Our phone numbers and emails are in every church newsletter. 

Please help us grow this church!  We need you!  

Gretchen Robinson, Minister
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         Prudential Committee News 

             Submitted by Cheryl Gardner
 

PRUDENTIAL COMMITTEE NEWS:   "GIVING TO GROW" BEGINS APRIL 27TH
 

On Sunday, April 27th, we begin "Giving to Grow."   Our sermon that day will be devoted to growing our church through donations of time and money.   After church we will gather for a luncheon to celebrate our annual canvass kickoff.  Pledge forms will be available at that time, as will a pamphlet on pledging prepared by the Prudential Committee in order to answer questions people have about the purpose and the process.   As part of our canvass, please read the Minister’s letter on page 3 of this newsletter, on how your giving can grow our church, and yourself as well.   Please join us on April 27th to learn about Giving to Grow! 

 

If you can't be there on the 27th, there will be copies of our pamphlet on pledging and a pledge form available on the coffee hour table in the coming weeks.  We are hoping to get pledge forms back by May 11 (Mother's Day) so that the Prudential Committee can plan out the budget for the annual meeting.   You can mail your pledge card to the church, drop it in the pledge box on the coffee hour table, or give it to our Assistant Treasurer, Danny Howland.   

 

Please consider making a pledge that reflects the importance of our church in your life, the life of your family and the community at large.   What does it mean to you to have a place to grow spiritually?  What does it mean to you to have a caring religious community?  Is it important to your children to have a quality religious education program?   What does it mean to your community to have a liberal religious alternative, a place where all people are accepted and respected?   Pledging is an opportunity to think deeply about what this church means to you and to give what you can to keep it growing.  

 

See you on the 27th!  

COME TO OUR VOLUNTEER FAIR: SUNDAY, MAY 4TH
 

Volunteer--  Not so you can build your resume, but so you can build yourself.
Our annual Volunteer Fair will be after church on Sunday, May 4th.  This is a time to learn about the various volunteer opportunities at Channing Church.   Each committee will have some information available and a representative to speak with.  By visiting each committee station, you can gain greater understanding of how the church works.   If you are new, this is a great opportunity to join a committee or sign up for more information.   If you have been on the same committee for many years, it might be time to consider shifting to a new committee.  New committee members offer fresh insights and ideas while learning about a new aspect of church life.   Working on a committee often draws on talents people never knew they had.  

Do you have a strong voice and creative mind?  Perhaps you would enjoy working on the Worship Committee.   Are you a good organizer with strong leadership skills?  Perhaps you would like to join the Prudential Committee.  Do you enjoy working with the church building itself, tinkering in the garden and learning about church history?   You might enjoy serving on the Building and Grounds Committee.   

By serving on a committee, you can learn about yourself, your skills and your propensities, while helping out your church.   If you have any questions, please speak with Cheryl Gardner.  

Hope to see you there!  

BIG CHANGES COMING TO OUR LITTLE NEWSLETTER!
 

The Prudential Committee is making some big changes to our little newsletter.  These changes won't take effect until summer, but you might want to know about them in advance.  Right now you may be getting two versions of the newsletter: an email version and a paper copy.  

To eliminate the extra financial and environmental costs of producing a paper copy when an email copy is possible, this summer we will begin sending out just the email version.  If we don't have your email address on file, but you do have one, we'd love to add it to our list.  You can email it to our secretary, Bob Smith, at UUChanning@aol.com and it will be added to the list of addresses for the newsletter.  

If you don't have email, don't worry!  We'll still send out a paper copy of the newsletter to our friends who are not online.   Also, if you no longer wish to receive our newsletter, please just drop us a line by mail to the church office at 45 Webster Street, Rockland, Massachusetts 02370 or an email at UUChanning@aol.com.   

Help us to be a church that manages well its own resources and the resources of our world.
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              Religious Education News

   Director of Religious Education:  Becky Paul  781-293-2447

Uthando Dolls Update:  We’re making lots of progress with this

Social action project, thanks to the help of many wonderful parents including Wendy Budwey, Margaret Holmes, Cheryl Gardner, Marc Tierney, and of course our teachers Danette Carter and Katie Tierney.

Last week the children worked on the designs and patterns for the doll’s clothing and this week we’ll be stuffing our dolls.  It’s all coming together and we look forward to sharing the finished products with everyone at our Children’s Sunday Service on June 1st!

Youth group News - from Susan Kavka
 

The phenomenon known as Project Bread’s Walk for Hunger will go off this May 4th for the 40th consecutive year.  What started with 2,000 walkers raising $26,000 to help two emergency food programs is now an attraction that draws over 43,000 participants who will raise more than $3.4 million to support 400 emergency food programs across the state.

On Sunday, May 4, our Youth Group will be participating in Project Bread's 40th Walk for Hunger. I'm hoping that you will join us!

The walking route is 20 miles long, but you can join in at any juncture you choose.  Please check the brochure on the bulletin board for full details.

We are walking this year because we know that there are hungry people in our area, and that we can help them through The Walk for Hunger. If we walk together and raise money, we will help Project Bread support those 400 emergency food programs in 126 communities.

And, it will be fun! There is food, water, and entertainment along the route for us. Last year, 43,000 Walkers participated! 

Visit our Walk Team Webpage to learn more. 

Let's make a difference. Walk with us this year or make a donation through the website!
Donations will also be accepted at coffee hour.
 

Saturday, April 26th  Channing Church Youth Group hosts

CAR WASH 

at 

Walgreens in Rockland from 9am – 2pm.

$5 Wash only, $7 Wash and Towel Dry

All proceeds go to raise funds for our Youth’s summer retreat at Star Island.
Rain date is Sunday, April 27th

YOUTH GROUP CALENDAR OF EVENTS
 

April     26 (Sat)
CAR WASH (9-2pm) Walgreens 

May      4 (Sun)
WALK for Hunger

            10 (Sat)
Junior CON at Duxbury

            25 (Sun)
Chris does church service

June     1 (Sun)
Children’s Sunday - Stay in Church - Peace Pole Dedication
             8 (Sun)
Special Service for HS Graduates
*** Regular Sunday Services & Classes are on your schedules.
  

ANY QUESTIONS or need a ride…call Susan Kavka @ 781-826-8906 (cell 617-633-4376)
                         or Danny Howland @ 781-871-0471

YOUTH GROUP FUNDRAISERS
 

The Youth Group is trying to make it to Star Island for YRUU week which is the last week of June.  Please help support their fundraising efforts.

 

BOTTLE & CAN DRIVE:  Still going on.
Containers for your donations are located in RE Hall (back).

CAR WASH:  At  Walgreens in Rockland on ***SATURDAY APRIL 26TH***     Details above

Annual Plant Sale

at channing church

Saturday, May 17, from 9am to 2 pm

          
See me if:

      

1.  You have a plant or plants to donate.

       

2,  You would like to work with me that day.

       

3.  You would like to buy something.

Thanks, Paul Arena




   781-878-1988




[image: image13.wmf]              Ballou Channing District News

The BCD Annual Meeting will be held this Sunday afternoon, April 27, at the Channing Memorial Church in Newport, RI.  The meeting, which adopts a yearly budgt and elects new board members and officers, begins with lunch at 1 pm.

The meeting location makes possible a late afternoon historic walking tour of Newport led by Channing Church members.

On Saturday, May 17, a Unitarian Universalist Revival to celebrate the Spirit of Unitarian Universalism will be held at the First Parish UU in canton.  Featuring inspired worship, music and uplifting preaching, the Revival begins at 10 am and runs to 3 pm.  Full details are posted.

Applications for this year’s one-week session of leadership training with NELS, the North East Leadership School, is asked by April 29.  Past graduates of the one-week training course on Cape Cod attest to the quality and benefits of its comprehensive and enriching program.  This year’s session will run from July 27 to August 2.
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Breakfast With Danny

A special feature of our Mother’s Day (Sunday, May 11) will be the opportunity to come to church at 8:30 am and enjoy a breakfast prepared by Danny Howland.

Who fed me from her gentle breast,

And hushed me in her arms to rest,

And on my cheek sweet kisses prest?

My Mother.

                                               --Anne Taylor
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“While we try to teach our children about life
Our children teach us what life is all about.”

                                              --Angela Schwindt

Kareen Arena informs us that Charlotte Anderson, an 8 year old child in our RE Sunday School, the daughter of Paul and Janine Anderson, made some bracelets out of yarn on her own and offered them for sale at the Sunday coffee hour on May 13.

She sold them with the intent that any money realized goes to the church.

She raised $7.25.

Editor’s Note:  How do we thank this young lady and let her know how meaningful her efforts were?

I think the least I can do is match her donation and send it to the church in an envelope marked, 
“A Charlotte Anderson Donation.”  If any others care to do the same, this story might have an interesting finish.

(bingo poster)
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Think Summer!  Think Ferry Beach!

Brochures are pouring in at this time of year for a variety of UU based summer opportunities.  One of them is Ferry Beach, located in Saco, Maine.  Ferry Beach, founded in 1901, is a Unitarian Universalist camp and conference center on the coast of Maine.  For eleven weeks every summer vacationers, conferees and campers are welcomed to experience the unique old fashioned vacation that only Ferry Beach can provide.  Guests may choose from 28 conference and camp offerings or vacation on their own.  Although the focus of each week at Ferry Beach is different, the feeling of community and spiritual renewal is a constant all summer long.  Grab a brochure!

Channing Unitarian Universalist Church

45 Webster Street

Rockland Ma  02370

(781) 878-0650

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
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           Our Family Is A Circle of Strength and Love
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST WORSHIP – Sundays at 10 AM

Child care available

Religious Education Classes available

     April 24, 2008

SUNDAY WORSHIP

Sunday, April 27:  Led by Gretchen Robinson, featuring Tierney Dedication

Sunday, May 4:  Lay led by Cheryl Gardner

Sunday, May 11:  Led by Gretchen Robinson

Flower Communion Sunday, May 18:  Led by Gretchen Robinson

Sunday, May 25:  Lay led by Chris Uminski

EVENTS & OCCASIONS

Saturday, April 26, Star Island Fund Raiser:  Car Wash by Youth Group at Walgreens from 9 am to 2 pm

Tuesday, April 29:  Prudential Meeting at 7 pm

Sunday, May 4:  Volunteer Fair following worship

Sunday, May 11 at 8:30 a.m.:  Mother’s Day breakfast prepared by Danny

Saturday, May 17:  Plant Sale at church from 9 am to 2 pm

Saturday, May 17:  Pasta Dinner and Bingo Session beginning at 6 pm

Sunday, May 18:  ANNUAL MEETING following worship

“What I Didn’t Know the Day I Graduated from High School

(As seen in the Patriot Ledger)

Vocation comes from the Latin and means “a call.”

Career:  One’s profession

A career is about your ability in relation to others.

A vocation is about your responsibility to others.

A career is what you do for a living;

A vocation is what you do to live.

A career serves you;

A vocation serves others.

A career is about the money;

A vocation is never about money.

A career is about beating the competition;

A vocation is about helping those who are hurt 
by competition.

A career can get you things; 

A vocation can save you from things.

A career can take you away from your family; 

A vocation involves your family.

A career brings results; 

A vocation brings meaning.

Careers are stressful; 

Vocations are energizing.

A career leads to retirement; 

A vocation is for life.

A career is something you create; 

A vocation is what you were created for. 
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